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Gandhi then defined swaraj :
It means Parliamentary Government, but I hope not in the sense
of Western nations where selfish interest reigns supreme. It means
also the return to India's ancient life. Despite years of sneering, I
still believe that the home spinning-wheel can oust the British
factory. If so, how can British capital, which is the sole reason for
British dominion, expect compensation ? Myself, I do not believe
in a tariff wall against foreign imports.
Concerning the famous triple boycott against British courts, schools and
Councils, Gandhi was pessimistic. He said he would now organize pancha-
yats or courts of arbitration, resembling Sinn Fein tribunals, by which suits
would be settled outside the King's writ. Concerning the schools, Gandhi
hoped only to make the non-Government institutions more attractive. Asked
what advantages the curriculum of swaraj schools had over Government schools,
Gandhi said they teach freedom of thought, whereas the British schools incul-
cate only fixed rules which fit the natives for service under the present regime.
Gandhi declared that such schools as on the Western plan make of the natives
automatons. He added that a complete boycott of British goods would drive
the British from India; but he admitted that the time was not yet ripe.
Asked to state what hopes he had of early attainment of swaraj, Gandhi
answered only in the negative. From experience in England, when he was
a student ... he declared that Labour would think first of British con-
stituencies, last of all, [of] India. But on hopes from the present Swarajist
obstruction in the Assembly, Gandhi was ominously silent. He thought the
British, whom he did not regard as a bad people, would eventually hit
upon an honourable agreement, and declared that he had good reason for
this hope.
Passing to the matter of the army, he announced that he would reduce
this to a fourth of its present establishment, and would change the whole
railway system, which he thought followed too closely upon strategic lines.
"You have no enemies to fear?" Gandhi was asked. He replied:
We fear the Afghans. Once the Hindu-Muslim unity [is] estab-
lished, the Amir of Afghanistan would not attack fellow-Muslims.
If Russia attacks us, we expect the militaristic nations of Europe
to come to our aid to prevent Russia becoming too strong, and
we should welcome help. What do I think of the present rulers
of Russia? I take them at their face value. What builds on
force ends by force.
"Do the Indian masses understand your preachings on non-violence when
at the same time they are told the British have done wrong?" I asked him.
Gandhi replied :